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Meetings held by the AzCBL with the Official Authorities 
 
Within the framework of the project implemented by AzCBL, meetings were conducted 
with representatives of state-owned bodies.  The first of these meetings was conducted 
with Tahir Budagov, Deputy Minister of Labour and the Protection of Population on 
April 29, 2005. Participants of the meeting included Hafiz Safikhanov, the director of 
AzCBL, the Azerbaijan researcher of Landmine Monitor (LM) Report, Sheree Bailey, the 
thematic coordinator of LM Report on Mine victims and Shahla Ismayilova, the 
researcher of LM Report on Highland Garabagh and Chechnya. In the meeting the deputy 
minister declared that today there not any problems with the manufacturing of prosthetic 
devices and modern prosthetic devices are made in the prosthetic– orthopaedic Centre 
located in Baku. Due to the close relationship with the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, a prosthetic device – orthopaedic centre was opened in Ganja city in 2003 and 
a shop situated in Nakhchivan was expanded.  Besides this, there 7 national experts were 
trained and presented with the diploma of the international prosthetists.  By the request of 
the Baku representation of the International Red Cross, refuges from Chechnya residing 
in Azerbaijan will be provided with prosthetic devices.  Motors cars and carriages for 
invalids designed for people with disabilities are purchased at the expense of the state 
budget and granted to people with disabilities free of charge.  Furthermore, the deputy 
minister declared that the activity of the Azerbaijan Landmine Victims Association, the 
humanitarian project of AzCBL is supported by the ministry.  
 
On April 25, 2005 a meeting was held in the Azerbaijan National Agency for Mine 
Action (ANAMA). The meeting was joined by Hafiz Safikhanov, the director of AzCBL, 
Sheree Bailey, the thematic coordinator of LM Report on the Mine Victims and Shahla 
Ismayilova, the researcher of LM Report on Highland Garabagh and Chechnya.  Aziz 
Aliyev, the director of the ANAMA Information Department and Rauf Mammadov, the 
expert on mine victims provided information on the results of the project of studying the 
needs of mine victims within the last year and the projects to be implemented.  
 
On May 19, 2005, a meeting was amongst Sylvie Brigot, the Advocacy director of the 
International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) and Mark Hiznay, the thematic 
coordinator of LM Report, Hafiz Safikhanov, the director of AzCBL and finally Araz 
Azimov, the deputy minister of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan Republic, 
the special representative of the President of Azerbaijan Republic in the negotiations of 
Highland Garabagh. He provided the participants with detailed information on the 
process of negotiations presently being conducted. A.Azimov declared that Azerbaijan 
seeks discussion of the matter regarding the return of the refugees and the displaced 
persons to their native land in the negotiations. This means that the territories in question 
must first be cleared of mines. A. Azimov, providing information on the reasons why 

� � ���������� �������	�
���
����������� � ��������������� �

���������	
�	��
	��	
�������	���	���
��� �

 



Azerbaijan isn’t able to join the Ottawa Convention, told the participants of the meeting 
that Azerbaijan will vote for UNGA Resolution this year. 
 
On May 20, 2005 there a meeting was conducted in the office of ANAMA between 
Nazim Ismayilov, the director of this Agency and Hafiz Safikhanov, the director of 
AzCBL, and Sylvie Brigot and Mark Hiznay, the representatives of ICBL. Upon seeing 
the film devoted to the activity of ANAMA, a broader meeting was held concerning the 
matter of Azerbaijan joining the Ottawa Convention. N. Ismayilov declared that 
Azerbaijan supports the activities envisaged by the Ottawa Convention. The 
establishment of ANAMA is evidence of this.  However, the presence of territorial claims 
of the Republic of Armenia against Azerbaijan and the suggestion of the military actions 
prevent Azerbaijan from joining this Convention.  
 
The final meeting of the ICBL representatives  was conducted with Hadi Rajabli, the 
chairman of the permanent commission of the National Assembly (Parliament)  on Social 
policy. H. Rajabli told the participants of the meeting that he is ready to do lobbying 
activity in the National Assembly for spreading information about the AzCBL Ottawa 
Convention and thereafter he will cooperate with AzCBL.  
 
Meetings with the Embassies of Foreign Countries 
 
The representatives of ICBL held meetings on May 19-20, 2005 with the ambassadors of 
Great Britain, Norway, Italy, and France in Azerbaijan and the head of OSCE Baku 
Office joined by H.Safikhanov, the director of AzCBL.  During these meetings, ways 
concerning the joining of Azerbaijan to the Ottawa Convention were discussed. All 
ambassadors declared that their countries pay special attention to this matter. 
Furthermore, the idea put forward by the AzCBL in 2000 and still defended to present – 
the idea regarding the simultaneous accession of Azerbaijan and Armenia to this 
Convention – was discussed, and the ambassadors were asked to defend this idea. 
 
Press Conference Held by the AzCBL 
 
AzCBL conducted its ordinary meeting as of May 20, 2005. The press conference 
provided the participants with detailed information on the meetings held with the official 
authorities and the embassies of foreign countries and the annual report. ICBL 
representatives, Sylvie Brigot and Mark Hiznay also participated in the press conference  
and answered questions posed by journalists.  Information concerning the press 
conference was published in several newspapers.  

 

 
 
 
 


