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FIELD VISIT 
 
From October 18th to 22nd, Hafiz Safikhanov, together with Young Professional, Kendrah 
Jespersen, conducted a field visit to a number of Azerbaijan’s mine-affected regions.  The trip 
provided an opportunity for Ms. Jespersen to gain exposure to the mine situation in Azerbaijan 
and see mine action in the regions in person.  It was also an opportunity for the AzCBL to meet 
with contacts and local staff in the regions to further its work. 
 
Together with ANAMA’s Mine Risk Education (MRE) team, the AzCBL visited a school in the 
Goranboy Region where ANAMA, in cooperation with the Ministry of Education, is implementing 
its MRE program as part of the school curriculum.  The AzCBL observed ANAMA’s evaluation of 
the program and later met with school administrators and community members to verify data on 
recent mine incidents in the area.  Visits were also made to ANAMA’s training centre in Xanlar 
and the demining centre in the Fuzuli Region where thorough tours and briefings on ANAMA’s 
work were provided.  Together with ANAMA staff, the AzCBL visited a demining operation in the 
field, learned about operation procedures, spoke with deminers and observed the operation of the 
newly acquired mechanical demining machine, “Rhino”.   
 
More specific to the work of the AzCBL, meetings were held with AzCBL regional coordinators in 
Tovuz, Goranboy, Barda and Fuzuli to obtain information on the landmine situation and discuss 
possibilities for future projects.  A visit was also made to a mine survivor in the Fuzuli region who 
has a honey-production business and may take part in future seminars held by the AzCBL on 
honey-production as a vocational opportunity for mine survivors. 
 
YOUTH SEMINARS 
 
On November 12th, the AzCBL Youth Department held a seminar at the U.S.-Azerbaijan 
Education Centre.  Alumni of the FSA/Flex US Study-Abroad program were invited to attend, as 
well as Baku university students in general.  Hafiz Safikhanov provided participants with 
background information about the landmine problem in Azerbaijan, the Ottawa Treaty, the work of 
the AzCBL and other efforts being made to solve the problem.  The importance of youth 
involvement in mine action was addressed by Kendrah Jespersen of Mines Action Canada.  In 
addition, Azeri youth volunteers, Shahla Mammedova and Farida Ahmedova spoke about their 
past experiences in mine action, and particularly, their participation earlier this year in the 
Regional Capacity Building Workshop for youth from the Former Soviet Union.   
 
While only a small group of youth attended the seminar, their interest in the topic was high and 
they actively engaged in discussion and asked many questions.  The session closed with a 
brainstorming session about effective youth initiatives in mine action for Azerbaijan.  Two 
individuals expressed interest in future volunteer opportunities with the AzCBL.  Following the 
seminar, it was concluded that a repeat of this seminar will be held in the near future with a 
greater effort to recruit more participants. 
 
FILM SCREENING 
 
On January 21st, the Youth Department of the AzCBL held a film screening and seminar for local 
university students at the US-Azerbaijan Education Centre.  Disarm, the 2004 documentary film 
on the global landmine issue was shown to inform students about the effects of landmines around 
the world and the success of the global movement to address the problem.  Following the film, 
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one of the AzCBL volunteers provided students with a presentation of the landmine problem 
specifically in Azerbaijan which was followed by an active question and discussion period. 
 
SAFE PLAY AREAS OPENING CEREMONY 
 
On November 15th, the ICRC and local branches of Azerbaijan’s National Red Crescent Society 
held the opening ceremonies of two new “Safe Play Areas”.  The AzCBL’s Kendrah Jespersen 
attended the opening ceremonies in the villages of Garadaghly and Evoglu in the Aghdam Region 
to express the AzCBL’s support for the project and to see the results of this unique mine risk 
reduction initiative.   
  
The “Safe Play Area” project involves engaging communities and local Red Crescent Society 
volunteers in the planning, design, construction and maintenance of children’s playgrounds in 
mine-affected communities located close to Azerbaijan’s frontline areas.  These playgrounds 
provide an alternative safe place to play for children who are otherwise often restricted to their 
own yards, or else venture into open fields and places where there is a high risk of encountering 
a mine.  This project has been implemented with the intention of moving beyond traditional mine 
risk education (MRE) methods which can sometimes fail in their effectiveness or loose their 
sense of importance over time. 
 
Included in the playground is a space where the children of the community have painted a picture 
to send MRE messages to children who play in the area.  It is hoped that children will engage in 
spreading these messages to their peers in a child-to-child approach to MRE and that both 
national Red Crescent Society volunteers and local teachers will make use of this area for further 
MRE activities.  A further expected outcome of this project is that communities, encouraged and 
empowered by their involvement in making this project a success, will continue forward, to 
consider future initiatives to reduce mine risks to other segments of the population in their 
community, such as shepherds and farmers. 
 
These ceremonies were the first of a total of 15 Safe Play Areas opening in 8 districts of 
Azerbaijan this year.  The opening ceremonies provided the opportunity for excited children to 
finally play in the new space created just for them.  The clear delight on these children’s faces 
was a sure sign that in one very significant respect the project has most certainly been a success. 
 
In 2006, ten safe-play areas will be constructed. 
 
OPENING CEREMONY OF SALOGLU UXO CLEARANCE PROJECT 
 
On November 18th, the Azerbaijan National Agency for Mine Action (ANAMA) held the official 
project opening of its Saloglu Project. The Saloglu Project is an unexploded ordnance (UXO) 
clearance operation to be initiated in the Agstafa district in the area of Saloglu and Poylu villages 
as a Partnership for Peace (PfP) project of the NATO Maintenance and Supply Agency (NAMSA). 
 
The area of Saloglu village was once the site of the largest soviet military ammunition warehouse 
in the Caucasus region. Following the independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the 
withdrawal of the Soviet military in 1991, munitions stores in this area were abandoned.  Arsenal 
in 1991 resulted in a number of explosions of these munitions, scattering vast amounts of UXO 
throughout the Agstafa region. These scattered UXO have created a devastating social, 
economical and environmental problem for this region.  148 incidents due to these UXO have 
been recorded over recent years, including 80 injuries and 31 fatalities.   
 
This 1,047,649 EURO project aims to clear 5.6 million square meters of land, and recycle any 
non-explosive UXO as scrap metal over a period of 16 months.  Funds from this scrap metal will 
be put towards the social development of the community and approximately 100 locals will be 
employed for the project. The project is financed by the governments of Azerbaijan, Turkey (lead 



nation of project), Norway, Luxemburg, Finland, Switzerland, USA, and Australia, as well as the 
United Nations Development Program. All necessary fundraising and project drafting phases are 
complete and training for the project is slated to begin early next month. 
 
The opening ceremony was chaired by Mr. Abid Sharifov, Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan and attended by Mr. Robert Simmons, Special Representative of the Secretary 
General of NATO to South Caucasus and Central Asia.  Representatives of embassies and 
international organizations in Azerbaijan also participated. 
 
36 UXO clearance workers have since participated in ANAMA training in December 2005 and 
January 2006.  Following training, successful graduates will begin clearance operations in 
February 2006. 
 
SIXTH MEETING OF STATES PARTIES 
 
On November 28 to December 2nd the AzCBL participated in the Sixth Meeting of States Parties 
to the Mine Ban Treaty in Zagreb, Croatia.  Around 600 delegates representing governments, and 
non-governmental organizations from over 115 countries took part in the meeting. 
 
The annual Meeting of States Parties is an opportunity for all states party to the Mine Ban Treaty 
to report on the progress concerning all aspects of treaty in their country, and a chance to monitor 
effect implementation of the treaty.  States not party to the treaty are also welcome to participate 
in the meeting as observers to show their good will towards the treaty.   
 
This year, Galib Israfilov, Head of Department of the Azerbaijan Ministry of Foreign Affairs took 
part in the meeting as an observer.  This was an encouraging step on the part of the Government 
of Azerbaijan who has not sent a representative to the Meeting of States Parties in the past, with 
the exception of 2000 and 2002 when a government representative working in Geneva was 
assigned to attend.  This is the first year that the Government of Azerbaijan has sent a 
representative from the central Baku office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to fully take part in 
the meeting.  Azerbaijan made a statement regarding its landmine situation during the plenary 
session before all state participants. 
 
For members of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, including the AzCBL, the 6th 
Meeting of States Parties provided an excellent opportunity to meet with state representatives, of 
both mine-affected countries and donor countries, to lobby in line with its “Act Now” campaign.  
The ICBL called for ensuring that all Treaty obligations are fully respected and that the ban on 
antipersonnel mines remains a high priority, continued fulfillment of mine clearance commitments 
and the provision of real change to fully and swiftly address the needs and rights of landmine 
survivors.  The AzCBL took an active role in lobby efforts, meeting with officials from not only 
Azerbaijan, but also Russia, Kyrgystan, Tajikistan, Ukraine, Mongolia, Turkey and Norway and 
representatives of the European Commission, the ICRC and Mines Action Canada. 
 
The gathering of ICBL campaigners in Zagreb also offered the opportunity for training, information 
gathering and planning of which the AzCBL actively participated.  Furthermore, the meeting 
provided a chance to meet with various AzCBL partners, including Geneva Call, the International 
Trust Fund for Humanitarian Demining and Victim Assistance, and other FSU region 
campaigners. 
 
At the same time as the Meeting of States Parties (MSP), an International Youth Symposium also 
took place in Zagreb in order to train and mobilize young people from around the world in the 
mine ban movement.  Jeyran Bayramova, a young journalist and volunteer with the AzCBL 
participated in this symposium.  Ms. Bayramova also interviewed several delegates at the MSP, 
including, Nobel Peace Prize Laureatte, Jody Williams.  Five articles relating to the landmine 



issue have since been published by Ms. Bayramova, in “Zerkalo” prestigious local Russian 
newspaper. 
 
VISIT TO LANDMINE SURVIVORS NETWORK BOSNIA 
 
On December 5th to 6th, Hafiz Safikhanov and Kendrah Jespersen visited the main office of the 
Bosnia program of the Landmine Survivors Network (LSN) in Tuzla, Bosnia.  The purpose of the 
visit, sponsored by the International Trust Fund for Humanitarian Demining and Victim Assistance 
(ITF) was to allow the AzCBL to see and hear about the work that LSN Bosnia is doing.  The 
AzCBL hopes to implement a project to provide similar support for mine survivors in Azerbaijan 
and took this opportunity to learn from the years of experience and the highly effective model 
utilized by LSN BiH. 
 
During the first day of the visit, the AzCBL met with the director, operations manager and social 
workers in the head office and learned about the core principles and philosophy of LSN’s work, 
and particularly, the importance of their peer-support approach provided via the one-on-one 
relationships built between mine survivors and LSN outreach workers, who, themselves, have 
also suffered limb loss. 
 
The second day in Tuzla was spent visiting landmine survivors and successful projects that have 
resulted from LSN’s work.  Visits were paid to an organization of people with disabilities started 
by former LSN beneficiaries that provides vocational training and social support, to a small 
carpentry business started with the support of LSN, and to a family for whom LSN provided direct 
assistance by building a well.  It was very encouraging to see the effects of LSN’s program and 
speak with the mine survivors themselves about their experience re-building their lives with LSN’s 
support. 
 
The AzCBL hopes to borrow aspects of the LSN approach and apply them to the situation in 
Azerbaijan in order to contribute to more effective survivor assistance in this country.  The AzCBL 
will be working closely together with LSN and ITF to make this a reality. 
 
VISIT FROM MINES ACTION CANADA 
 
Michael Warren, program coordinator of Mines Action Canada’s (MAC) Youth LEAP Program, 
visited the AzCBL office in Baku on December 12th to 13th.  The AzCBL has participated in a 
number of MAC’s Youth LEAP initiatives, including the recent International Youth Symposium in 
Zagreb, Croatia, the Young Professional International Mine Action Program (YPIMAP) and the 
Regional Youth Capacity-Building Workshop in Moscow in February. 
 
Michael Warren’s visit provided a chance for AzCBL coordinator, Hafiz Safikhanov, and Young 
Professional, Kendrah Jespersen to discuss concerns and provide feedback on the effectiveness 
of MAC’s international internship program. 
 
MEETING WITH UNICEF 
 
On December 21st, the AzCBL met with UNICEF head representative Hanaa Singer and 
programme planner, Siraj Mahmudov.  This is the first time that the AzCBL has officially met with 
UNICEF, and thus provided an opportunity for UNICEF to become acquainted with the work of 
the AzCBL in Azerbaijan.   
 
The meeting also allowed for discussion regarding the potential for future cooperation and 
partnership between the two organizations.  UNICEF expressed its desire to increase its efforts in 
the area of Mine Ban Treaty advocacy.  This was identified as a key area where the AzCBL can 
play a role in fulfilling this goal.  Specifically, it was concluded that work with local media and the 
lobbying of high level government officials and newly elected Members of Parliament are areas 



demanding particular attention.  Further efforts in survivor assistance aimed at child and youth 
mine survivors to provide psychosocial support and vocational training was also discussed as an 
area for future growth. 
 
ICRC RED CRESCENT VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
 
The AzCBL was invited by the ICRC to speak at training seminar for the heads of local branches 
of the Azerbaijan National Red Crescent Society.  These leaders came from 15 regions of 
Azerbaijan where landmines and UXO are located and where IDPs reside. On December 22nd, 
the AzCBL joined this training session to provide one and half hour lecture on the global situation 
before and after the Mine Ban Treaty, the situation in Azerbaijan, and the applicability of the Mine 
Ban Treaty to this country’s landmine problem.  
 
MEETING WITH NORWEGIAN MICRO-CREDIT ORGANIZATION 
 
On December 22nd and again on January 6th, Hafiz Safikhanov met with Adalat Aliyev, a micro-
credit officer from Norwegian Micro-Credit (a local NGO, supported by the Norwegian Refugee 
Council).  Aliyev provided Safikhanov with advice on the provision of micro-credit loans for a 
small mine survivor micro-credit loan pilot project that the AzCBL is considering implementing in 
2006. 
 
PRESS CONFERENCE AND LANDMINE MONITOR 2005 LAUNCH 
 
The AzCBL held its final press conference for 2005 on December 29th which provided an 
opportunity for the AzCBL to launch the 2005 Landmine Monitor, provide information on all 
landmine incidents, casualties and important events of 2005, and report on the 6th Meeting of 
States Parties in Zagreb Croatia.  Both Hafiz Safikhanov and Kendrah Jespersen spoke at the 
press conference.  Progress on the part of the Azerbaijan government towards joining the Mine 
Ban Treaty, including its recent vote in favour of the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 
supporting the Treaty, and participation in the 6th Meeting of States Parties as an observer, were 
highlighted as encouraging steps for Azerbaijan.  The AzCBL highlighted the importance of 
embracing this spirit of condemning the weapon and taking the final step to protect Azerbaijan’s 
children from this danger in the future.  Eight newspapers and four information agencies reported 
on this event. 
 
MEETING WITH MINE ACTION PARTNERS IN AZERBAIJAN 
 
On December 29 December 2005 and 10 February 2006, Hafiz Safikhanov met with 
representatives of ICRC, the Azerbaijan National Red Crescent Society and ANAMA, for a 
meeting called by ICRC to share information from each organization’s activities and coordinate 
efforts in the field of mine action.  ICRC stated that it will commit to ensuring that such meetings 
take place each month in the year to come in order to increase the effectiveness of coordination 
between these organizations. 
 
MINE CLEARANCE IN 2005 
 
According to information provided by Emil Hasanov, Manager of ANAMA’s Operation 
Department, during 2005, a total of 7,212,436 square meters of mined areas was demined, 
including 985,629 square meters manually cleared, 862,629 square meters cleared by mine 
detection dog operations, 918,686 square meters mechanically reduced, and 1,440,660 square 
meters reduced by technical survey. A further 3,004,832 square meters of UXO-contaminated 
areas was cleared and area-reduced. As a result of these operations, 15 antipersonnel mines, 41 
antitank mines and 5,342 UXO were found and destroyed.  
In total, ANAMA’s work to date has resulted in the clearance of 21,527,417 square meters and 
the destruction of 131 antipersonnel mines, 121 antitank mines and 11,452 UXO. The team 



consisted of 138 deminers, 22 mine detection dogs, fifteen UXO operators, eight physicians, and 
nearly 100 auxiliary workers. (Email from ANAMA’s Press Service to AzCBL, �  61, January 9, 
2006). 
 
MINE VICTIMS IN 2005 
 
The AzCBL’s ongoing database of new mine and UXO incidents recorded a total of 64 new 
mine/UXO victims in 2005. This is the highest count in the past 10 years. 
 

 Civilian Military Total 
Killed 8 3 11 
Injured 46 7 53 
Total 54* 10 64** 

 
* This total includes 28 children and 5 woman .  Of this number, 2 children and 1 woman died. 
** This is the total that is known to the AzCBL. Other cases may exist of which we have not been 
informed.   
 
Casualties in 2005 were reported in Baku and Ganja cities, and Aghdam, Aghjabedi, Aghstafa, 
Fizuli, Goranboy, Gedebey, Tovuz and Ter-Ter regions. 
 
The total number of victims in 2004 was 43 (15 killed, 28 injured) and there were 39 victims (14 
killed, 25 injured) in 2003. 
 
 
 


